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Officers sworn in; three receive Life Savior Awards
On Jan. 25, Quileute Natural Resources Fish and
Wildlife Law Enforcement Officers Eric Ceja and
Dustin Larkin along with La Push Police Officers
Blaire Hill and Marcus Decker were sworn in. 

Chief James Salazar, Sgt. Kevin Harris, Officer Larkin,
Detective Corey Clark, Officer Hill, Officer Ceja,
Officer Izaak Manuel and Fish and Wildlife Chief
Tony Foster were presented with awards during the
ceremony. 

Quileute Fire Department member Alex Hernandez
was recognized for his response to a recent event, and
tribal member Michael Foster was recognized for being
a first responder for CPR. 

Additionally, Officer Ceja, Officer Manuel and Chief
Salazar received Life Savior Awards for actions
performed on the job Oct. 23, 2023. 

Judge Anita Neal, Tribal Attorney Chelsea Sayles, and
all of the Tribal Council members participated in the
ceremony. 

Photos by Rebecca Ellis.
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bá⋅yaḳ – The Talking
Raven 

A monthly publication of the
Quileute Tribal Council. 

Editor: Lisa Pemberton, Quileute

Please send your story ideas,
photos and calendar items to:

talkingraven@quileutetribe.com. 

Items may be edited for length,
grammar or content. 

Tribal Council recently  revised the
Quileute Scholarship Program Policies.
These policies will take effect beginning
with Spring term 2024. 

The changes also impact the application
process for the 2024-2025 academic year.
Applications for next year will be due by
April 30, 2024, per the newly revised
policies.

Please see the new policies and
application form at
https://quileutenation.org/education/high
er-education/.
 
Questions? Contact Annie Foster at
scholarships@quileutenation.org or
360-374-6782 or 360-374-6163.

Scholarship policies updated 

Quileute Tribal Council: Chairman Douglas Woodruff
Jr., Treasurer Justin “Rio” Jaime, Secretary Skyler
Foster, Member at Large James Salazar, and Vice

Chairman Tony Foster. 

https://quileutenation.org/education/higher-education/
https://quileutenation.org/education/higher-education/
mailto:scholarships@quileutenation.org
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Congratulations Quileute Tribal School senior
Haily Payne, winner of this year’s Welcoming the
Whales logo contest.

“It was an incredibly tough competition this
year,” school officials posted on Facebook. “We
received a whopping 36 mind-blowing
submissions from our talented students, and each
and every one of them was absolutely fantastic!
Our staff and Quileute Elders in the community
did an outstanding job judging the entries. The
effort and talent put into each submission were
truly inspiring.”

Photo by Cody LeClair. 

Haily Payne wins logo contest
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Elders Community Valentine’s Dinner 
Event photos by Margarita Guerrero and team photo by Letty Jaime
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Tribes celebrate fish warriors and Boldt decision’s 50th anniversary
More than 500 people gathered Feb. 6-7 at the
Muckleshoot Events Center to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the Boldt decision which
reaffirmed tribal treaty fishing rights and
recognized tribes as co-managers of fisheries. 

Several Quileute Tribal members participated. 

“It brought many memories back of how we had
to fight for our families and what was right to
take care of -- our treaty and our entirety,” said
Bonita Cleveland Reames, who works for the
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and is
also Chairwoman of the Quileute Natural
Resources Fish Committee. “We have been
caretakers of the waters. Take care of the waters,
and they will always take care of us. ...That’s the
teachings from time immemorial. The house was
full of a lot of great words, yet I felt it was bigger
than what we could really get out of two days.
Sure brought back memories, and my most
favorite was hearing Billy's voice and seeing old
fish warriors.”

Photos courtesy of Bonita Cleveland Reames
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In its unwavering commitment to fostering community wellness, the Quileute Health Center has
introduced several pivotal enhancements and engagements aimed at elevating healthcare accessibility and
advocacy. From technological upgrades to collaborative initiatives, the health center continues to stand
as a beacon of comprehensive care for the Quileute tribe and beyond.

New phone system: One of the most notable enhancements at the Quileute Health Center is the
introduction of a state-of-the-art phone system. Designed to streamline communication and improve
accessibility, this new system ensures that patients can easily connect with healthcare providers and
support staff. Patients can expect a more efficient and responsive experience when reaching out to the
health center.

Dental software upgrade: The dental department recently upgraded to Dentrix Dental Software. This
modern software solution is poised to revolutionize the dental department's operations, offering
streamlined workflows, enhanced patient management capabilities, and advanced clinical tools. Staff can
efficiently manage patient records, streamline appointment scheduling, and access comprehensive
treatment histories with ease. 

New dental staff: In a significant expansion of dental services, the Quileute Health Center welcomes Dr.
Wendy Walsh. She will be available for appointments up to two Fridays per month, bolstering the center's
capacity to meet the growing oral healthcare needs of the community.

One Billion Rising: The New Beginnings program celebrated another triumphant edition of One Billion
Rising on March 1. This empowering event, dedicated to raising awareness about gender-based violence
and promoting solidarity, witnessed enthusiastic participation from community members. Through
education, advocacy, and unity, the Quileute Tribe reaffirms its commitment to creating a safer and more
equitable society for all.

Regional advocacy: In January, representatives Jolene and Cathy from the Quileute Health Center actively
participated in the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board quarterly board meeting. This
engagement underscores the health center's dedication to regional healthcare advocacy and collaboration.
By contributing insights and perspectives at the board level, the Quileute Health Center continues to
champion the interests and well-being of indigenous communities across the Pacific Northwest.

The Quileute Health Center remains steadfast in its mission to provide accessible, holistic healthcare
services while actively engaging in initiatives that uplift community health and wellness. Through strategic
investments in technology, expansions in dental care, and meaningful collaborations with community
partners, the health center reaffirms its position as a cornerstone of indigenous health advocacy and
empowerment. As it continues to evolve and innovate, the Quileute Health Center remains committed to
nurturing a healthier, stronger future for generations to come.

Quileute Health Center serves community with enhanced services and activities
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Michael Estrada, March 1
Carlos Soto, March 1

Alexandra Navarrete, March 2
Keishaun Ramsey, March 2
Jasmine Wallace, March 3

Leo Williams, March 3
Allen Black, March 3

Joe Moore Jr., March 4
Harold Jefferson, March 4

Jonah Black, March 4
Madison Burnside, March 4
Madeline Adamire, March 4
Zoe Zimmerman, March 5

Andria James, March 5
Edwin Poulin, March 5

Ka Tarra Lee Jackson, March 6
Saniah Eastman, March 6
Rosita Matson, March 7

Henry Morganroth Jr., March 7
Rieda Sparks, March 8

James Richeson-Penn, March 8
Hailey Miller, March 8
Kya Flores, March 8

Nehemiah Gaddie, March 9
Logan Hatch, March 9
Serena Iotte, March 9

Angeline Baker, March 9
Darrin Rosander, March 10
Pamela Jackson, March 10
Da'Dai Mendoza, March 10
Jai Leavitt-Ward, March 11

Douglas Wiedemeier Jr., March 11
Laura Wayne, March 11

Randy Eastman Jr., March 11
Leslie Ward, March 11

Faith Abrahams, March 11
Brooks Jacobson, March 11

Joshua Penn, March 12
Catherine Ceja-Cisneros, March 12

Delores Woodruff, March 12
Violet Williams, March 12

Javier Roldan-Schmitt, March 12
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Theo Penn, March 13
Jacqueline Connell, March 14

Erik Sovde, March 14
Cordell Black-Stillwell, March 14

Kali Martinez, March 15
Odin Zimmerman, March 15

Philip Ward Jr., March 15
Janice Smith, March 16
Jacob Smith, March 16

Isaac Lorentzen, March 16
Miranda Jackson, March 17
Ashlynn Jones, March 18

Rio Foster, March 18
Crysania Morganroth, March 18

Immanuel Black, March 18
Donald Colfax, March 19

Thomas Baker Jr., March 19
Ava-Rayne Jackson, March 20
Vincent Rosander Jr., March 21

Beau Lawrence, March 21
Susan Penn, March 21
Rae Martinez, March 21

Fawn Gabales, March 22
Jordan Davis-Jackson, March 22

Avah Lynch, March 22
Beronica Galeana-Penn, March 23

Douglas Pullen Sr., March 23
Sheila Harrison, March 24
Leilani Eastman, March 24

Brandi Olson, March 24
Kage Hoskins, March 24

Camilla Guerrero, March 25-Mar
Michael Stewart, March 27

Eva Sanchez, March 28
Elizabeth Satiacum, March 28

Ronald Eastman, March 28
Ezekiel Gaddie, March 28
Sarah Burnside, March 30

Cole Palmer, March 30
Keith Penn, March 31

Jason Lawrence, March 31
Bertha Wallerstedt, March 31



Quileute Tribal School students Ryan
Mason, Marshall Perez-Penn, Jacob Smith,
Chris Cherry and Michael Holt participated
in the Southwest Washington High School
Chess Championships on Feb. 3. 

Simeone Jackson Cruz, who is Quileute and
attends Forks High School, also competed in
the tournament. 

Dame Jones and Cole Peregrine attended as
chaperones.  

The event was held at Centralia College.
Each student played five rounds during the
day, and most games lasted about an hour.

QTS math teacher Scott Jackson runs an
open classroom for chess time during the
morning, and serves as the team's coach.  
“Every student who went won at least one
game,” Jackson said. “We got 10th place as a
team and Forks got 9th place, but we needed
7th to go to state.”

LEARN TO PLAY CHESS
Tribal community members who want to
learn or practice chess are welcome to attend
Jackson's open classroom for chess, from 8 to
8:30 a.m. on school days. All visitors need to
check in at the front office upon arrival. 

Photos by Scott Jackson and Cole Peregrine
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Tribal youth participate in chess championships 



FULL TIME JOB OPENINGS
Natural Resources Department
Natural Resources Director 
Natural Resources Deputy Director

Police Department
Police Officer - Reserve Certified 

Court
Assistant Prosecutor

Public Works 
Public Worker 1

Health Clinic
New Beginnings Program Manager
Lead Medical Receptionist 
Survivor Support 
Substance Use Disorder Professional 
Community Health Worker 
Family Practice Physician 

Finance
Chief Financial Officer 
Budgets and Grants Accountant 

Early Childhood Education
Teacher Assistant
Head Start Lead Teacher 
Head Cook/Nutrition Manager 
Bus Monitor

Human Services
ICW Caseworker 
TANF Case Manager and Employment
Training

Apply today! 
Applications can be downloaded at 
www.quileutenation.org/job-openings/
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http://www.quileutenation.org/job-openings/

